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Light, space, the outdoors, the value of community. Michael
Lehrer puts a great deal of thought into what should be some
of architecture's cornerstone tensets—nowhere to better effect
than at his firm’s own office. Lehrer Architects LA occupies a
1950's warehouse that later served as headguarters for bath
LA Weekly and a thriving sex-toy distributor before becoming
a 7,300-square-foot studio.

Start with that light. "It just keeps dancing,” Lehrer says.
And it's almost entirely natural all marning and afternoon,
entering from multiple skylights and reflected back by white
furniture and whiter epoxy flooring. Next comes space. A




Above: The studio strecches 100 feer, front to back;

corner office was a nice idea, but my core values make it
critical for me to work alongside my architects,” he explains.
That's why he sits, like everyone else, at one of the simple
tables lined up next to a wall of painted steel shelving.
Likewise, the conference area, defined by nothing more
than a plywood platform, offers a sense that all work is
part of the whale. As for the outdoor connection, it's ad-
dressed by two garage doors that are open to a garden
nine months a year. “We can watch the light change, the
seasons change,” he says. “The preschool we can hear
over the garden wall, the street traffic—they ground us
in our community. After all, that's who we work for.”
—Maoria Shollenbarger =

CAL WESTEAN PAINTS: OVERHEAD DODR COSPCAATAIN.
STEELCASE: IKEA FRUDEN-
TIAL LIGHTING: THROUGH WAREHDOUSE ECINPMERT:
MASONITE INTERMATIONAL CORPORATION: GEORGLL-PACIFIC:
DUkH-ENWARDS PAINTS: FOE » FOX DESHGN:
MIA LEHRER = ASSDCIATES: JHOHM LABIE + ASSOCIATES:
CORCAETE RESTORATICN. HEAM GALLEGEDS
COMTRACTING: AITAL CUFSTOM GLASS & MIRROR




