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For the last three years, The Harvard–Mellon Urban Initiative has car-
ried out research and site travel and supported associated curriculum and 
events for four interschool and multidisciplinary groups of  faculty and 
students, each focusing on a separate city as a portal for its activities: 
Mumbai, Istanbul, Boston, and Berlin. In the final year of  its four-year 
grant, the Initiative has turned from intensive research travel and sem-
inars to dramatically expand its public outreach and participation in the 
larger discourse on urbanism today.

We have pursued this expansion of  our public agenda in two waves: 
first, an extensive program of  conferences, symposia, colloquia, pan-
el discussions, and workshops with associated screenings, readings,  
informal discussions, tours, and ultimately a street festival. The second 
wave of  our activity, in production for eighteen months and appearing in 
the wake of  the final events in our series, in Fall 2017, is an exhibition of  
work on our portal cities. 

Our events series is conceived to address major themes that have emerged 
in our work on the portal cities, but to extend discussions and case stud-
ies beyond these cities to include examples and debates from around the 
world. The primary themes we will address in specific events range from 
questions of  housing and gentrification to new cuisine, from the geog-
raphy of  street hawkers to speculative science fiction, from new theories 
of  nature and technology to questions of  public art and interventionary 
urban design. In all cases, we are working to develop a treatment of  com-
pelling contemporary urban situations from historical, cultural, and theo-
retical perspectives, and through the range of  these themes bring at least 
twenty scholarly and professional fields into discussion with one another.

The work on our exhibition regrounds these thematic questions 
back into the concrete experience of  our portal cities, not only as an  
exploration of  these specific sites, but also to understand these larger 
themes as they become evident in real places. The negotiation between 
urban questions arising from many disciplines and our study sites is the 
intellectual foundation of  our work on the exhibition, the process of  
which will be chronicled on our new website, which went live in Novem-
ber 2016. The site will carry forward the discussions that begin at our 
events and share some of  the thinking going into our exhibition strategy. 
The exhibition will open at Harvard in Fall 2017, and we are now work-
ing to find venues in each of  our portal cities for the exhibition to meet a 
wider audience in all of  the geographies it examines.



14 October 2016 

Landscapes of  Housing 		

What possibilities exist for scholars and practitioners to develop together 
new ways of  thinking about the intersection of  housing and landscape, 
and of  implementing such ideas in practice? The aim of  this colloquium, 
jointly organized with the Mellon Initiative in Urban Landscape Studies 
at Dumbarton Oaks, is to explore how housing shapes landscape and is, 
in turn, shaped by it.

Panel 1: Landscape and Dwelling 
Dan Bluestone, Director of  Preservation Studies and Professor of  Art and  

Architecture, Boston University

Sophie Hochhäusl, Assistant Professor of  Modern Architecture, Boston University

Thomas Nybo Rasmussen, Landscape Director, Vandkunsten, Copenhagen

Moderators: John Beardsley, Director of  Garden & Landscape Studies, Dumbarton 

Oaks

Jeanne Haffner, Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow in Urban Landscape Studies at  

Dumbarton Oaks

Panel 2: Landscape, Housing, and the Post-Socialist City
Christina Crawford, Assistant Professor of  Art History, Emory University

Christoph Bernhardt, Leibniz Institute for Regional Development and Structural 

Planning, Erkner

Moderators: Eve Blau, Adjunct Professor of  the History and Theory of  Urban Form 

and Design, Harvard GSD

Márkus Keller, Eötvös Loránd University, Budapest; Center for Metropolitan Studies, 

Berlin 

Panel 3: Housing and Landscape in Informal Settings
Christian Werthmann, Professor of  Landscape Architecture and Design, Leibniz 

University, Hannover

Vyjayanthi Rao Venuturupalli, Director, Terreform Center for Advanced Urban 

Research, New York

Bruno Carvalho, Princeton-Mellon Initiative in Architecture, Urbanism and the Hu-

manities

 
Final comments: Ellen Braae, Professor of  Landscape Architecture and  

Planning, and Henriette Steiner, Associate Professor of  Landscape Architecture and 

Planning, University. of  Copenhagen

CGIS Knafel Building

Colloquium

Co-sponsored by the Dumbarton Oaks Mellon Initiative



15 + 22 October 2016 

Gentrification by Design 		

If  gentrification creates volatility for business–owners and residents in 
areas with increasing real estate values, what concrete tools are emerging 
in the design field to address displacement, shape the public realm, and 
re-direct investments in American neighborhoods? Following each of  
the three case studies that illustrate varying dynamics of  gentrification 
in American cities today, students are invited to contribute to a workshop 
and respond to design challenges posed by participating guests. 

Opening lecture:  
Oscar Perry Abello, Journalist and Equitable Cities Fellow, Next City 

 

Case Study 1: Los Angeles
Yuval Bar-Zemer, Partner, Linear City Development

Helen Leung (MPP ‘11), Co-executive Director, LA-Más

Elizabeth Timme (M. Arch II ‘10), Co-executive Director, LA-Más 

Case Study 2: Chicago  
Emmanuel Pratt (Loeb Fellow ‘17), Executive Director, Sweet Water Foundation

Eric Williams, Founder, Silver Room Sound System Block Party 

Case Study 3: Pittsburgh 
Councilman Daniel Lavelle, City of  Pittsburgh Council District 6

Karen Abrams (Loeb Fellow ‘17), Diversity and Community Affairs Manager, Pitts-

burgh Redevelopment Authority  

Workshop Series

Co-sponsored by the Loeb Fellowship and the Joint Center for Housing Studies

Harvard Graduate School of  Design



15–16 November 2016 

Design for Equity 		

What policies and planning strategies have produced displacement, seg-
regation, and inequity? What are the existing and emergent tools for 
measuring justice, engaging with and empowering communities, and
how are they applied collaboratively? Finally, how are the questions of  
race and equity tackled in design education today?

Day 1: Curriculum
Speakers: Atyia Martin, Chief  Resilience Officer, City of  Boston

Hyeok Kim, Deputy Mayor of  the City of  Seattle

Alex von Hoffmann, Joint Center for Housing Studies

Alvaro Lima, Director of  Research, Boston Planning and Development Agency;

and more.

Day 2: Design Charrette 

ABX 2016 Boston Convention and Exhibition Center
Curriculum + Charrette

Cosponsored by Enterprise Community Partners, The Boston Society of Architects, 
Joint Center for Housing Studies, The City of Boston, The Rockefeller Founda-
tion 100 Resilient Cities, the NAACP, and The Mel King Institute.



4 February 2017 

New Food as Urban Agent 		

This event seeks to analyze how food movements are seizing agency with-
in the social and cultural dynamics of  the contemporary urban, using 
food to emplace a vision of  what urban life could and should be. Speakers 
include chefs, farmers, entrepreneurs, activists, and scholars.

Case 1: Lettuce or Rubble?: Yedikule Urban Gardens
Defne Koryürek, Founder, Slow Food Convivium Turkey

Ali Taptık, PhD candidate, Istanbul Technical University; Initiative for the Gardens of  

Yedikule

Moderator: Aslihan Demirtas, Faculty, Kadir Has University, Department of

Architecture; Principal, Aslihan Demirtas Architecture & Research Office and KHORA, 

Istanbul & New York

 

Case 2: Cultural Memory, Fine Cuisine, and Agricultural Reform in 
Bogotá, Colombia
Leonor Espinosa, Leo Cocina y Cava; Fundación FUNLEO, Bogotá

Laura Hernández-Espinosa, Sommelier; General Manager, Leo Cocina y Cava;  

Director, Fundación FUNLEO, Bogotá

Moderator: Victoria Sanford, Professor, Graduate Center, City University of  New 

York

Panel 1: Elaboration of  Social Vision through Farming  
Kamal Mouzawak, Souk-el-Tayeb; Tawlet; Beit Loubnan, Beirut  

Kolu Zigbi, Program Director, Jessie Smith Noyes Foundation, New York  

Lindsey Lusher Shute, Founder, National Young Farmers’ Coalition

Moderator: Heather Paxson, William R. Kenan, Jr. Professor of  Anthropology, MIT

Panel 2: Eating as Critical Practice 

Zack Denfeld & Cathrine Kramer, The Center for Genomic Gastronomy, Dublin  

Angela Hirst, Director, Wandering Cooks, Brisbane

Carlo Mirarchi, Executive Chef  and Co-Owner, Roberta’s and Blanca, Brooklyn

Moderator: David Wondrich, Cocktail historian, Brooklyn

Closing Roundtable: New Food as Urban Agent 
Aslihan Demirtas, Victoria Sanford, Heather Paxson, David Wondrich, and

Emmanuel Pratt, Executive Director, Sweet Water Foundation, Chicago  

Moderator: Erik Ghenoiu, Manager, The Harvard–Mellon Urban Initiative

Conference

In collaboration with the Loeb Fellowship and Harvard Art Museums

Harvard Art Museums



25 February 2017 

Telling Traces 		
Moving Through the City in Literature, Film and Art

Telling Traces will bring together artists, writers, filmmakers, video 
game designers, and architects to explore how contemporary media com-
prehend and compose the city by creating narratives of  the sensory or 
personal experience of  moving through it.

Panel 1: Fieldwork
Suketu Mehta, Writer, Associate Professor of  Journalism, New York University, New 

York

Sarah Oppenheimer, Artist, based in New York

Ann Hamilton, Artist, based in Columbus

Moderator: Giuliana Bruno, Emmet Blakeney Gleason Professor of  Visual and  

Environmental Studies, Harvard University

Panel 2: Speculation
Geoff Manaugh, Writer, Futurist, based in New York  

Steve Gaynor, Video Game Designer; Co-founder, The Fullbright Company,  

Portland

Liam Young, Architect; Founder, Tomorrow’s Thoughts Today; Faculty, SCI-Arc, 

Itinerant

Moderator: Ian Bogost, Ivan Allen College Distinguished Chair in Media Studies and 

Professor of  Interactive Computing, Georgia Institute of  Technology

Harvard Art Museums

Panel Discussion



4 March 2017 

Mumbai		

 

The intention behind this conference is to set up a conversation between 
current scholars based in the U.S. who are working on new research on 
Mumbai. The conference and ensuing conversations will be structured as 
a dialogue between readings of  Mumbai through the lens of  the social 
sciences and from the perspective of  design practitioners involved with 
spatial practices in the city and its larger metropolitan region.

Morning Session: Urban Involution: Contemporary Critical Research 
on Mumbai
Framing: Rahul Mehrotra, Professor of  Urban Design and Planning, Harvard GSD

and Sai Balakrishnan, Assistant Professor of  Urban Planning, Harvard GSD  

 

Panel 1: The Production of Informality 

Sapana Doshi, Assistant Professor, School of  Geography and Development, Arizona 

State University

Vinit Mukhija, Associate Professor and Vice Chair of  Urban Planning, UCLA 

Jonathan Shapiro Anjaria, Assist. Professor of  Anthropology, Brandeis University

Panel 2: From the Granular to the Regional 

Nikhil Anand, Assistant Professor of  Anthropology, University of  Pennsylvania

 Nikhil Rao, Associate Professor of  History, Wellesley College  

Ramya Ramanath, Associate Professor and Chair of  International Public Service, 

DePaul University

Afternoon Session: Regional Imaginaries: Speculations for Mumbai 
Framing: Peter G. Rowe, Raymond Garbe Professor of  Architecture and Urban Design 

and Harvard University Distinguished Service Professor, Harvard GSD

 
Panel 3: The Politics of Location

Lisa Björkman, Assist. Professor of  Urban and Public Affairs, University of  Louisville

Vineet Diwadkar, Urban Planner, AECOM

Panel 4: Mapping the Mumbai Metropolitan Region

Sai Balakrishnan, Assistant Professor of  Urban Planning, Harvard GSD  

Emilie Edelblutte, Faculty Member, Department of  Geography and Planning, Lumi-

ere University of  Lyon 2

Closing Discussion moderated by Rahul Mehrotra and Peter G. Rowe

 

Conference

Co-sponsored by the South Asia Institute

South Asia Institute, Tsai AuditoriumSocial Research and Urban Projections



1 April 2017 

Technology, Ecology, and Urban Nature 

This event investigates how changing theories of  nature and the rela-
tionship of  nature and technology can be conceived in parallel with new 
public green spaces built on the sites of  old and often abandoned infra-
structure. It will address ideas of  the “natural,” wastelands, new varieties 
of  park space, as well as public engagement.

Case Study: Senftenberg/Lusatia
Presentation of  the work of  the Berlin Portal of  The Harvard–Mellon Urban  

Initiative, with Igor Ekštajn and Michael Keller 

 

Panel 1: Environmental Politics after Industry 
Erik Swyngedouw, Professor of  Geography, Sch. of  Environment, Education and 

Development, University of  Manchester

Hadas Steiner, Associate Professor of  Architecture, SUNY-Buffalo

Moderator: Sonja Dümpelmann, Associate Professor of  Landscape Architecture,  

Harvard GSD

Panel 2: Renaturing Used Landscapes in Theory and Practice
Graham Harman, Distinguished Professor, SCI-Arc  

Jason W. Moore, Assistant Professor of  Sociology, Binghamton University

Moderator: Robert Gerard Pietrusko, Assistant Professor of  Landscape Architecture 

& Urban Planning, Harvard GSD 

venue tba

Symposium



8 April 2017 

Finding Refuge: Istanbul—Berlin	

 

This event will bring together scholars working on the historical and 
theoretical dimensions of  the refugee phenomenon, particularly as it re-
lates to the urban cultures of  Istanbul and Berlin. It presents an opportu-
nity to rethink the relation between statelessness and the city throughout 
the twentieth century.

Panel 1: “Refugee” Architects
Kader Konuk, Professor, Department of  Humanities, University of  Duisburg–Essen

Bernd Nicolai, Professor of  History of  Architecture and Conservation, Institute of  

Art History, University of  Bern

Deniz Göktürk, Associate Professor, Department of  German, University of  Berkeley

Moderator: Sibel Bozdogan, Lecturer in Urban Planning and Design, Harvard GSD 

 

Panel 2: Architects for “Refugees”
Esra Akcan, Associate Professor, Department of  Architecture, Cornell University

Bilgin Ayata, Assistant Professor in Political Sociology, Department of  Social Sciences, 

University of  Basel

Phillip Misselwitz, Chair of  Habitat Unit, Institute for Architecture, Technical  

University Berlin

Moderator: Berna Turam, Professor of  Sociology and International Affairs,  

Northeastern University

 

Colloquium

Co-sponsored by The Minda de Gunzburg Center for European Studies

Center for European Studies



19–20 April 2017 

Public Art Conversations

19 April 2017

Work-Shop: Crafting

This workshop will take up the connection between production of  
objects and making interventions in the public realm: making decision 
related to materials, costs, context, and organizing collective  
fabrication efforts.

20 April 2017

Talk-Shop: Conversion 
The theme of  this talk is conversion of  underused or dis-invested 
spaces through visual arts and design. How is “intervention” under-
stood and framed? Whose agenda does public art advance? What are 
the tensions between the artist’s and the designer’s agency, and what 
are the motives of  the sponsoring institutions?

Anthony Engi Meacock and Paloma Strelitz of  Assemble Studio, London

Stephen Zacks, Journalist and Founder of  the Flint Public Art Project

Talk

A conversation that will examine the relationship between the visual arts 
and interventions that prompt urban change.

Nato Thompson, Writer, Curator, Artistic Director of  Creative Time, New York

followed by a discussion with

Anthony Engi Meacock and Paloma Strelitz of  Assemble Studio, London 

 

Talk + Workshops 

Planned in coordination with the Spring public art programming of the Radcliffe 
Institute

Laboratory for Intervening in the City

Co-sponsored by Harvard Graduate School of Design



28 April 2017 

Intersections	

 

The conference is designed to stimulate a broad-based discussion about 
the complicated concept of  “the urban” in the twenty-first century, a 
much broader construct and reality than that of  nineteenth-and twenti-
eth-century cities. This transition has been much studied by social scien-
tists, but often overlooked is how these new urban centers are being expe-
rienced by their inhabitants. Our discussions will explore post-industrial 
and globalizing perspectives, as well as the challenges and tensions that 
the people in urban communities face today with changes in density, di-
versity, and demographics.

Keynote
Angela Flournoy, author of The Turner House, a finalist for the National Book 

Award

Panel 1: Ways of  Knowing the City  
Heidi Ewing, Co-director, Detropia (2012)

Mark Shepard, Associate Professor, Department of  Architecture, University at Buffalo, 

SUNY

Sooni Taraporevala, Screenwriter, Salaam Bombay! (1988); The Namesake (2006)

Panel 2: Beyond the Nature/Technology Divide  
Dilip da Cunha, Adjunct Professor of  Landscape Architecture, University of   

Pennsylvania

Henk Ovink, Special Envoy for International Water Affairs at Kingdom of  the  

Netherlands

Anna Schuleit-Haber, Visual Artist, based in New Orleans

Panel 3: Planned and Unplanned  
Ricky Burdett, Professor of  Urban Studies, LSE; Director, LSE Cities & Urban Age 

Program, London

Edgar Pieterse, Planner and Economist, African Centre for Cities, University of  Cape 

Town

Ana Elvira Velez, Architect, Medellín

Conference

Sponsored by the Radcliffe Institute with co-sponsorship by Harvard Mellon Urban 
Initiative

Knafel Center, Radcliffe InstituteUnderstanding Urbanism in the Global Age





Spring 2017 programs are subject to change. This overview was edited 15 February 2017.

Updated information and registration for all events: 
 

mellonurbanism.harvard.edu
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